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Aug. 29, 2022

Dear Amherst Families,

We are excited to start the new school year on Sept. 6. and we anticipate the coming year will be a
return to normal in many ways. It has been a busy summer for our school district as we have been
working diligently on many items - robust curriculum work and professional development, summer
programs/camps, team practices, new teacher orientation, and preparation for the first days of school.

Health and safety will continue to be a focus this year. Our Amherst CSD COVID-19 Safety Plan has
been updated to align with the guidance updates the CDC, NYSDOH/NYSED released earlier this
month. The guidance has relaxed prior mandates on quarantine and testing and recommends schools
use layered mitigation strategies which we have incorporated in our plan. As a resource for families, we
created an Amherst CSD Back to School Safety Measures one-page summary that outlines the
process to isolate if COVID-19 positive, mask and test is exposed and stay home when sick.

Throughout this school year, staying home when sick will be a strong preventive safety measure. We
will continue to have at-home test kits available at each building office and we encourage you to test
yourself and your children if you exhibit any COVID-like symptoms. Prior to the start of school, please
consider testing your children.

Just a reminder if your child rides the bus, please be patient as bus routes typically run late on the first
few days of school as our students and drivers become more comfortable with new routines. If you
have any questions, contact our Transportation Coordinator at 716-362-3035.

Finally, we know how parents love to take those first day of school photos so we’ve created some First
Day of School signs that you can use to remember the moment! Enjoy the last week of summer
vacation, get the first day of school clothes picked out and pack the school supplies for next Tuesday
morning.

Thank you,

Anthony J. Panella, Superintendent
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